
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

  We Gather to Worship God 
 

PRELUDE “Meditation” (from Thais) — Jules Massenet  

  Rebecca Lentine, piano; Barry Wilhjelm, clarinet 

 

WELCOME  Nikki Passante and Doug Gerdts 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

One: The bread of life opens our eyes. 

All:  The word of life opens our ears. 

One: The risen one shows us God’s own brokenness, 

All:  and by those wounds we are healed. 

One: Peace be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

 

ANTHEM  “How Firm A Foundation” — arr. Sandra Eithun Whitechapel Bells 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

One: The One who calls us to repent, hears us. In trust that our Creator knows us through and through, let 

us open our hearts to the healing of God’s forgiveness. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Good and gracious God, we are creatures of dust, ignorant of your revelation, 

misunderstanding your life, death, and resurrection among us, needing forgiveness. 

We repent of our failure to give as you have given to us. We seek your grace for our 

fallen world. We seek your Word, that we may live with the faith of Jesus. Be our 

solace in this life and always. 

We ask this as your own children, holy and incomplete. Forgive us and lead us. Amen. 

 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 

 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: In the name of God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, your prayer has been heard. 

God’s promises are sure: your sins are forgiven. 

All: In Jesus Christ we are set free to begin life anew! Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

Third Sunday of Easter 
April 18, 2021 at 10:00 

First Presbyterian Church 



2 

 

We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: Holy God, by your Spirit reveal your radical, surprising love; come to us through your holy 

word, and let us hear what you are saying. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 24:36b-48 

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with 

you.” They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why 

are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I 

myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he 

had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still 

wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and 

he took it and ate in their presence. Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 

was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 

must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it 

is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and 

forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 

witnesses of these things. 

 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN # 498 “Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken” (page 7 below) 

  Kelly Leibensperger, hymn leader 

 

SERMON  Ghost Sighting Dr. Gerdts 

 

We Respond in Faith  
 

MUSIC Meditation on “To God Be the Glory” (page 8 below) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” — arr. Benjamin Carr, harm. David Evans 

  Rebecca Lentine, piano  

 

 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here—from wherever you 

may be. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. 

Contact information for pastors and staff is below. A weekly newsletter is emailed out each Thursday. 

Subscribe here. 

———   ♦♦♦   ——— 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/contact-us
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MUSIC NOTES FOR April 18: 
 

Anthem – “How Firm A Foundation” arr. by Sandra Eithun 

Ringing live from our sanctuary this morning, Whitechapel Bells’ ringers use various handbell techniques, 

including hitting the bells with mallets, holding the thumb against the bell (“thumb damps”) which dampens the 

sound, shakes, martellato lifts (tapping the bell against the foam-covered table and immediately lifting it up to 

continue the ringing sound), and, on the last chord, “vibrato,” shaking the bell side to side. The tune is an early 

American folk tune, first published in 1832, and the text, from the book of Isaiah, was first published in 1787.  

This familiar hymn can be found in our hymnal, #361. 

1. How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in God's excellent Word! 

What more can be said than to you God hath said, 

To you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
 

2. “Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, 

For I am thy God and will still give thee aid; 

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 

Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 
 

3. “When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 

The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; 

For I will be near thee, thy troubles to bless, 

And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

4. “When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 

My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply; 

The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 

Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 
 

5. “The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 

I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.”

 

Hymn – “Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken” 

The author of this hymn, the Rev. Dr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr. (1923 – 2007), was the author of several 

books and numerous articles and lectures on preaching, history, and theology. He was also among the most 

honored and respected hymn writers of the 20th and 21st centuries. Dr. Stuempfle was known for his 

leadership in community and civic projects. Always taking an active stance on social issues, he participated in 

the creation of day care centers, served on the Gettysburg interchurch social action committee, helped create 

and support prison ministries and a homeless shelter, and tutored young people in the after-school program of 

Christ Lutheran Church, where he was a long-time member. 
 

Music – Meditation on TO GOD BE THE GLORY 

This hymn’s author, Fanny Jane Crosby, the daughter of John and Mercy Crosby, was born in Southeast, 

Putnam County, N. Y., March 24, 1820. She became blind at the age of six weeks from maltreatment of her 

eyes during a spell of sickness. At the age of fifteen she entered the New York Institution for the Blind, 

where she received a good education. She became a teacher in the institution in 1847, continuing her work 

until 1858. She taught English grammar, rhetoric, and American history. While teaching at the institution she 

met Presidents Van Buren and Tyler, the Hon. Henry Clay, Governor Wm. H. Seward, General Winfield 

Scott, and other distinguished characters of American history. In connection with her meeting these notable 

men, Miss Crosby had the honor of being the first woman whose voice was heard publicly in the Senate 

Chamber at Washington. In addition to the thousands of hymns that she has written (about eight thousand 

poems in all, many of which have not been set to music), she has published four volumes of verses. Crosby 

died in 1915. 

 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND FOOD DONATION has moved to the portico. Pastors and elders 

are there each Sunday from 11 – 12 to greet you, properly masked and socially distanced of course. (For 

online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 

 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
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SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR KIDS PRE-K – EIGHTH GRADE: Each week age-appropriate lessons and 

activities are emailed to families who sign up. To register your child, please fill out this form. Past lessons 

can be viewed on the Children’s Ministry page of the church website. 

 

COMMUNION CLASS – WE'RE BACK! We are happy to announce that we are bringing back our 

Communion Class after last year’s unexpected shutdown. We are so excited to be able to guide the kids 

through these special classes while also complying with our current COVID guidelines. Preparation for 

Communion will take place Sunday, May 2nd, through Sunday, May 23rd, from 10 a.m.-11 a.m., with 

Communion Sunday on June 6th. The Communion Class will share in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

together during the 10:00 a.m. service on Sunday, June 6th. If you have a current 4th grader and didn’t receive 

the information earlier this week, please contact Gabrielle Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 

 

YOUTH GROUP – We are meeting today, Sunday, 4/18/21 from 5pm-6pm. Youth Group Parents – Gab is 

looking for feedback about Youth Group meeting times – please reach out to her. Hope to see you Sunday! 

 

MATTHEW 25—CONVERSATION ON RACE – Sunday morning discussions continue from 9-9:45 a.m. 

on Zoom at this link. This week (4/18) we reflect on the work we’re doing to become antiracist. This 

selection is from The Racial Healing Handbook by Anneliese A. Singh, Ph.D, LPC. Each week’s resources 

are linked in the weekly email newsletter and on the Adult Ed page of the website. Questions? Email Becky 

Bryan, rebeccabryan@me.com. 

 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS! – First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield will be hosting spring New 

Members classes via Zoom on Sunday May 9th, and Sunday May 16th. Start time for both meetings is 1:00 

and each will last for approximately one hour. If you are interested in joining, or simply learning more about 

membership, this time is for you. We will have the opportunity to make new friends, share more about First 

Presby’s mission in the church and the world, and learn more about what makes Presbyterians unique. Please 

contact Pastor Nikki to RSVP, for more information, or any questions.  

 

PINWHEELS FOR PREVENTION – Once again, the members of Presbyterian Women are creating a 

pinwheel garden in April for the observance of National Child Abuse Prevention Month. It is a program of 

Prevent Child Abuse-New Jersey (PCA-NJ) which promotes great childhoods, positive parenting and healthy 

child development. Founded in 1979, all their efforts throughout the state are dedicated to preventing child 

abuse and neglect in all forms for all New Jersey children. April is the national observance of Child Abuse 

Prevention Month. During this time, PCA-NJ implements its “Pinwheels for Prevention” campaign. The 

pinwheel is in their logo and was chosen as a national symbol of prevention because it is whimsical and 

evokes childlike notions – so it is a good emblem of the “Great Childhoods” desired for all children. On 

Saturday and Sunday, May 1 & 2 children may stop by the garden to pick a pinwheel to take home. 

 

PW VIRTUAL SPRING GATHERING – Join Presbyterian Women (PW) for our virtual spring gathering, 

scheduled for Tuesday, May 11th at 1 p.m. The Zoom gathering will feature Carrie Wiggins of Feed My 

Starving Children, who will share how the organization has faced some of its recent challenges to pack and 

distribute much-needed manna packs to organizations throughout the world. To add to the festive atmosphere 

of the event, come wearing your most festive hat and bring along a favorite dessert. (More information on 

how to access the event will follow.) 

https://forms.gle/F9pRSFygbLJgrSYa6
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84520579976
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/FAITHNETWORK_UserFileStore/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/BecominganAntiracist.pdf
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/FAITHNETWORK_UserFileStore/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/BecominganAntiracist.pdf
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/adult-education
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82575210577
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
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IHOC ADOPT-A-BOX COLLECTION – It’s time to collect hygiene products – 

toothbrush and paste, shampoo, baby shampoo, hand sanitizer, deodorant, underwear, 

socks, comb, shaving supplies, soap, washcloth, etc. (travel sizes are fine) – and put 

them in a shoebox to be distributed to neighbors in need. Close each box with a rubber 

band, label it “Man,” “Woman,” “Boy,” “Girl,” or “Baby,” and drop it off at the 

Sunday drive-through. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT BIBLE STUDY– Mondays at 11:30 a.m. on Zoom. Contact Doug here for info. 

 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an informal 

conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The text for Tuesday, 

April 20 is John 10:11-18. Zoom link 

 

PASTOR NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY – Join Nikki on Thursday evenings at 6:30 for an in-depth study of 

Revelation. Here is the Zoom link, and here is the Syllabus. This Bible study is open to all, and you are 

welcome to jump in when you are able. Give it a try! 

 

ST WILFRID’S – Needs:  Our requests this week are for cans or jars of applesauce or peaches, boxes of 

cereal, bars of soap, and diapers and baby wipes (kids’ diapers sizes 5 and 6, adults’ L and XL). Also 

needed are plastic grocery bags from Shoprite or Wegman’s, paper grocery bags to line the plastic bags, 

and newspaper bags to hold hygiene products. Donations may be dropped off any weekday in the bins 

behind Grace Church or on Sunday during the drive-through after the church service from 11 to 12. 

Help is needed picking up bread donations in Haddonfield—we never know when until the day the 

donation is ready so if there is one day during the week you are usually free, let Jill Mascena know. We are 

starting a call list with Grace Church and FPC volunteers so that at most you would be needed once every 

couple of months. The day the bread is ready, you would be called, you would pick it up and, later that day, 

the bread would be picked up at your house and taken to St Wilfrid’s. In a couple of weeks, yard work will 

begin at St Wilfrid’s. BYO rake and energy! Watch for an announcement or contact Jill Mascena. 

We are always looking for volunteers to help translate for the ever-growing Hispanic clientele, 

volunteers to pick up food at the food bank, usually on Fridays, and volunteers to help organize the food 

donations and fill the bags with the food during the week. If you have any questions or are interested in 

helping during the week in any way or on Saturdays, please call Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342 or check the 

website: www.opendoorcliniccamden.org 

 

SCRIPTURE READING for April 25: John 10:11-18 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the 

shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf 

snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I 

am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the 

Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 

them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father 

loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of 

my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this 

command from my Father.”  

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86437257464
mailto:doug@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89159205138
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76444231816
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Revelation%20Syllabus%20Two%203-4-21.pdf
http://www.opendoorcliniccamden.org/
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Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Cameron Mang Baptism 4/11/21 
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